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1. What specific effects did Urban Sprawl have on U.S. society? Explain. 
Urban Sprawl has caused many effects on US society. These effects include:
Degraded human health; poor community design such as low-density, poorly planned, and auto-dependent development makes it more challenging for individuals to get physical activity and maintain a healthy weight.[footnoteRef:1] There is a clear indication that urban sprawl and epidemic levels of obesity, as well as an increase in chronic diseases, are connected. People living in areas that have a higher sprawling development are likely to walk and bike less, drive more, weigh more, and have a high body mass index compared to people living in areas that have a lower sprawling development rate.  [1:  OECD. Rethinking Urban Sprawl Moving Towards Sustainable Cities. 2018.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Social fragmentation; urban sprawl impacted the social lives of the American society. Urban sprawl made people move further out, and this affected their social lives.[footnoteRef:2] When people move further, they might not have immediate neighbors, which means that they might not stay as social as they would if they were close to others.  [2:  Ibd., Pg. 103.] 

Increased racial and economic disparity; when residents of an urban area decide to relocate to the suburbs, they go with their tax. In most cases, the poor are the ones that are left to live in the city. Thus, this creates economic inequality and stratification that is based upon location. Urban sprawl leads to racial segregation since the minority are often left behind in the poorest areas of the city.  
2. How did the advent of Rock and Roll and the “Teen Culture” impact U.S. society? Explain.
Rock and Roll music created a new generation in American society. It inspired people, young people, to break out of the more conservative American mold, hence bringing about a transformative effect on the US society.[footnoteRef:3] It made people young people to break from the pre-war mindset.  [3:  Medovoi, Leerom. Rebels youth and the Cold War origins of identity. Durham: Duke University Press, 2005.] 

Rock and Roll promoted the use of drugs and sex. Rock and Roll appeared to be linked with a promiscuous lifestyle since many of the rock stars endorsed such behaviors.[footnoteRef:4] Since the performers of Rock and Roll practiced recreational drug use, the followers felt compelled to be just like the stars.   [4:  Ibd., Pg. 53.] 

Rock and roll were thought by many to be outlandish. This was because many of the performers were gyrating and grinding their hips, the song's lyrics were suggestive, and the undertones were rebellious, thus provoking erotic senses in the teens. This effect made the parents upset.  
Overcoming racial prejudice. Rock and roll brought about integration within American society.[footnoteRef:5] During the early stages of Rock and Roll, all the members were whites, but it reached a point where they welcomed people to join as members from the other races.  [5:  Ibd., Pg. 91.] 

Newfound freedom. Rock and roll brought with it freedom within the American society. However, there were also adverse effects due to the newfound freedom within society. For instance, the newfound freedom allows the teens to discuss openly topics that were considered taboo by the American society.
3. How did “dynamic conservatism” affect the U.S. political landscape? Explain. 
The dynamic conservatism approach affected the American political landscape in various ways. President Eisenhower embraced in his presidency a dynamic conservatism approach that was combined on a religion-based concern for the people with a political orientation towards decreasing the state spending and allowing the marketplace to operate as freely as possible.[footnoteRef:6] Eisenhower followed the perception that dynamic conservatism was meant to conserve funds and was to be liberal when it came to the people. He, thus, embarked on actions that took the form of continuation of social welfare programs while at the same time cutting down on the state's social welfare monetary commitments.  [6:  Smith, Gary Scott. Faith and the Presidency: From George Washington to W. Bush. New York: Oxford University Press, 2006.] 

The dynamic conservatism approach has been shown in several state commitments. The government embarked on Social Security and government subsidies. For instance, government subsidies were allocated to the farmers so that they could shore up the price of products in the market. The president also increased Social Security to include categories of people who were previously not catered for by the program.[footnoteRef:7] Besides, Eisenhower addressed social issues and socioeconomic, political issues by acting favourably to the private sector. For instance, the president appealed to voluntary organizations such as philanthropic organizations, church boards, and private colleges to resolve social and economic issues such as lack of education, hunger, and unemployment.    [7:  Ibd., Pg. 222.] 

4. What was “Politics of Consensus”? How does this compare with the current political discourse in the U.S. today? Which of these two views of perpetuating democratic government are better? Explain. 
Political consensus refers to a situation whereby there exists a general agreement concerning how decisions will be made regarding the distribution of values. 
The political consensus was initially centered on the outcomes or the procedures that were meant to reach for decisions. The idea of political consensus has been majorly used to research or study the stability and effectiveness of democratic political processes.[footnoteRef:8] However, currently, the society seems to be even more divided than it did in the past few decades. Research on the American political system indicated that the Congress is now divided than ever – they appear to be pulled apart by two distinct conceptions of government. Some are complaining that Congress has become too much ideological.    [8:  Hibbing, John R., and Elizabeth Theiss-Morse. Stealth Democracy: Americans' Beliefs About How Government Should Work. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002. <https://doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511613722>.] 

Among these two views of perpetuating democratic government, the ideological option seems to be better. The periods which have been most ideologically charged, have produced most of the important policy advances, often delivering the best ideas from both sides. However, the real issue with American politics is the advancing tendency among the country's politicians to pursue victory above all else.[footnoteRef:9]  This might be seen as politics of war and which might end up not adhering to the democratic values of the nation.     [9:  Ibd., Pg. 107] 

5. What effect did Sputnik have on U.S. society? Be sure to discuss its effects on both foreign and domestic policy.
The Sputnik led to American citizens being in shock after Russians launched the earth's artificial satellite. Initially, the Americans thought that their nation would be the first to accomplish such a scientific advancement. The fact that the Soviets were the first to accomplish such an advancement led to fear that the American military had fallen behind in developing new tech.[footnoteRef:10] This escalated the arms race and Cold War tensions.  [10:  Neal, Homer A., Tobin L. Smith, and Jennifer B. McCormick. Beyond Sputnik: U.S. Science Policy in the Twenty-First Century. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2008.] 

Sputnik led to a crisis of confidence in American technology, military, values, and politics. Technology, science, and engineering were changed and were massively financed in the shadow of Sputnik.[footnoteRef:11] The Americans had prioritized research on science, which led to the development of microelectronics, which is currently used in today's computers.  [11: Ibd., Pg. 250] 

The American policymakers felt that their nation had fallen behind, and they had to accelerate space and weapons programs. The policymakers had to foster the policies that were meant to increase funding of tech-based research. 
The United States had established operations support bases all over the world. The satellite rotates around the space, and thus it must be tracked, and its data gathered in stations located on the ground. Therefore, such stations would evoke interest in space exploration in the nation where they were located. This also led to the promotion of the idea of being aligned with the American space program.
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